Strategic Conversation on the Changing Context
for Women’s Rights and Movement-Building in
Southeast Asia

Bangkok, June 17-18, 2013

1

CONTENTS
Summary ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..... 2
Intentions ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 3
Context ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 4
Dynamics, Actions and Reactions in the Region.......................................................... 7
Fundamentalisms ............................................................................................. 8
Land Grabbing and Resource Wars.................................................................. 10
Bodies, Sexuality, and Reproductive Health..................................................... 13
Macro Politics and Policies: Impact on the Region .......................................... 16
ASEAN Civil Society Engagement .......................................................... 16
Post-2015 Agenda .............................................................................. 17
Neo-liberalism’s Next Phase...................................................................18
New Forms of Activism .................................................................................... 19
Connections, Collaborations, Going Forward.............................................................. 23
Appendices ...................................................................................................... 23
Appendix 1: Agenda.......................................................................................... 26
Appendix 2: Participants................................................................................... 27

2

SUMMARY
“In Southeast Asia, the states have grown. The people have also fast forwarded. One
reason is that technology is in our hands. There is also growing power of organizing on
the ground. I see the emergence of positive movements. We need deeper conversation
about new forms of activism.”
From June 17-18, twenty-five Southeast Asian researchers, human rights advocates,
grassroots leaders, and activists came together for a conversation about the changing
context in Southeast Asia and its impact on women, women’s rights and women’s
activism. While regional women’s rights gatherings are not that infrequent, most are
tied in some way to a regional or global policy process which does not allow for a
deeper contextual analysis. In fact, many participants decided to participate because of
the word “conversation” and because of the unusual mix of organizations and issues
represented -- from indigenous and rural women to housing rights and social media
activism.
The conversation surfaced worrisome patterns and trends that destroy communities
and the environment, and increase inequality: Land grabs by unscrupulous multinational
corporations and governments often working together in the global scramble for natural
resources violently displacing communities; Governments serving as enablers of
destructive corporate strategies through “public-private partnerships”; National
“development” strategies --- endorsed and promoted by international financial
institutions -- that favour private sector megaprojects to the detriment of livelihoods,
sustainable agriculture and the environment; Militarization and expanding investment in
the security apparatus fuelled by the US “pivot to Asia” including police training turned
against activists; Fundamentalisms and their impact on religion, culture, economics, and
politics narrowing the space for debate and reducing women’s freedoms; Dominant
actors, including China, India and the USA yielding enormous influence as they vie for
power.
Though many civil society organizations are struggling to respond to the changing
dynamics, new and powerful forms of organizing and activism are pushing back and
mobilizing hope and alternatives. Against many odds, women’s organizations are coleading efforts to promote the Human Rights Commission with the ASEAN (Association
of Southeast Asian Nations) processes. Women are among the leaders in broad
coalitions of rural and indigenous peoples fighting land grabs and demanding a say in
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economic development. Women activists are using ICTs and cyber-activism to amplify
their voices and build new kinds of virtual alliances. Women’s groups are training the
next generation of movement-builders and mobilizing to influence the Post 2015
Development Agendas.
The diversity of the experiences and background in the room provided richness to the
conversations as fresh insights, new ways of thinking, and innovative strategies for
building women’s collective power to advance broad women’s rights and justice agenda
emerged. As one participant said, “Women’s rights and empowerment is a new area in
Myanmar. That is why when JASS talked about justice, power, and coming together as a
region – I was really interested to be part of this strategic conversation.”

INTENTIONS
The conversation brought together
women (and one male) activists from
across the region who are shaping action,
agendas and thinking about women’s
rights and gender equality to discuss the
challenges and opportunities of the
current political moment.
Broadly, the two-day regional strategic
conversation convened by JASS was
intended to create a space that would:
Sharpen our shared power analysis of
the changing context for women’s rights
and movement-building in Southeast Asia,
looking at emerging trends, actors,
threats and opportunities;
Share and assess different women’s
organizing, feminist and rights strategies
across the region to identify areas of
strength and gaps, and explore ways to
build stronger, sustainable women’s
movements across agendas for greater
influence and protection of activists and
organizations;

JASS is an international feminist
organization driven by the partners and
initiatives of its regional networks in
Mesoamerica, Southern Africa and
Southeast Asia. Working with women and
diverse organizations and social
movements in 27 countries, JASS trains and
supports activist leadership and grassroots
organizing and builds and mobilizes
alliances amplified by creative media
strategies to change institutions, policies
and beliefs.
In Southeast Asia, JASS’ approach to
political capacity-building involves creative
participatory processes and sustained
mentorship to equip women activists with
the knowledge, skills and connections they
need to mobilize others for rights and
resources. Since 2007, JASS SEA has
become grounded in a web of alliances
with diverse young and grassroots women
in Indonesia, Cambodia, Malaysia, Timor
L’este, Myanmar and the Philippines. These
women are launching their own initiatives
to challenge norms, prejudices and taboos
and are making a visible impact on LGBTI
organizing, reproductive health, economic
empowerment, and land rights resources.
4

WHY WE CAME
“I want to know what the challenges are
when doing movement-building work so
that we can look at new techniques and find
more opportunities to work in coalition.”

JASS was open about its own interests in
taking advantage of this exciting and
unique opportunity to deepen our
understanding and analysis in order to
strengthen our impact. It is something
that JASS has done in Mesoamerica and
Southern Africa to enrich our work. In
Southeast Asia, this was a chance to learn from and build relationships with key
women’s rights actors in the region.
Exchange information, expand connections and identify opportunities for strategic
collaboration and coordinated action that link grassroots organizing with policy
advocacy and connect across different issue agendas at different levels.
In sharing their expectations and reasons for being a part of the conversation,
participants revealed many of the key needs of women’s rights and feminist activists in
the region:
 understand the changing context and the strategies and tactics needed to
organize around these changing contexts;
 better understand feminist movement-building;
 discuss political challenges and gaps in movement-building in the region;
 connect macro processes and policies with grassroots work;
 bridge global to local women’s rights agendas;
 integrate indigenous movements;
 strengthen feminist movements;
 promote understanding of the negative impact of the neoliberal programs of
government;
 share and learn, connect with each other and with other regions;
 discuss identity and sexuality issues;
 look at the role of religion and interfaith in perpetuating inequality and poverty;
 talk about the challenges in ASEAN;
 recharge and energize; and
 get to know JASS more.

CONTEXT
How do we better understand the
context of our work? Southeast Asia is
home to many different anti-colonial
struggles that laid down the foundation
for organizing that are now propelling
our social movements, including
women’s movements.

An indication of both the changing context
and diversity of perspectives, even the
5

framework for contextual analysis proposed by facilitators was questioned and adapted.
Some participants questioned whether the extreme overlaps among these sectors –
with public-private partnerships and the increasing corporate takeover of the state on
the one hand and increasingly
co-opted NGOs on the other –
made it impossible to
distinguish the trends and use
this as a tool for analysis. Still
others used this as a way of
looking deeply at the ways that
social contracts have been
shredded and both
governments and civil society
have served a corporate-driven
capitalist agenda to the
detriment of women’s rights.
.

The one-size-fits-all economic
policy framework –
neoliberalism - and its
prescriptions have deepened
poverty, inequality and
insecurity in the region.
Corporate-led globalization has
meant that traditional
communal systems are turning
into more individualistic and
consumer-oriented economies.
This has sparked a significant
increase in the number of
migrant workers and of women
in low-paying jobs, who often
end up being the sole support
for their families. At the same
time, government capacity to
enforce rights and provide
basic needs for its citizens has
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diminished. Despite the fact that women are the hardest hit by this growing economic
insecurity, they have the least voice in the decision-making shaping economic
development.
Corporate-led globalization has also led to greater social conflict around class, ethnicity,
gender, and religion. State-endorsed land grabbing is widespread. In the Philippines,
some 1.5 million hectares of land are primed for lease to foreign countries, and the
Philippine government is set to open more agricultural lands to corporations of the
United States, European Union, South Korea and Australia.
Women human rights defenders in these areas, especially in communities where largescale mining is in operation, are particularly at risk. As in the case of an Indonesian antimining and land rights activist, Eva Bande, from the JASS-influenced Forum Aktivis
Perempuan Muda (FAMM-Indonesia) who was put in prison for organizing a peace
demonstration. In some cases, activists are being killed, for example Filipina anti-mining
activist and community leader Juvy Capion, who was three months pregnant when she
and her two sons were shot in their home by Filipino armed forces. In recent years,
most of the women victims are indigenous and peasant women.
The combination of growing poverty and corrupt or ill-equipped governments has
increased the mobility and scale of labour migration, generating new cross-border forms
of exploitation, such as sex trafficking. The International Organisation for Migration
estimates that up to 300,000 women and children are trapped in slavery-like conditions
in the Mekong sub region, (Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam and parts
of China). Traffickers offer an immediate solution to money problems, for example in
Cambodia where women faced with few income earning opportunities are led to
Thailand or Malaysia with the promise of good jobs, only to be lured or forced into
sexual exploitation.
Cultural traditions constrain women’s participation in countries everywhere. But in
Southeast Asia, powerful religious fundamentalist forces, particularly in Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Myanmar, are mobilizing political power in the name of religion to limit
women’s basic freedoms and rights even further. In the province of Aceh, Indonesia,
which is governed by Sharia law, local authorities have introduced legislation to stone
adulterers, flog homosexuals and ban women from wearing tight-fitting outfits or
straddling the seat of a motorcycle behind a male driver.
The collusion of the state and the private sector is striking. In the Philippines, this
collusion is legitimized through the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) policy. In urban
poor communities of the Philippines, housing demolitions are carried out in so-called
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“danger zones,” e.g. along riverbanks or railroad tracks. When these areas are cleared,
local governments are quick to offer the same location to big businesses after proper
infrastructure has been built by the government to make the location safe. In Cambodia,
thousands of rural communities have been demolished to open the way to agro-industry
firms. Cambodia’s economic land concession (ELC) scheme serves as the ‘legal’ basis for
granting land to these corporations.
Land grabbing is very widespread from Malaysia and Indonesia to Myanmar and the
Philippines. Governments – eager for economic growth - favour huge mining companies
to the detriment of indigenous peoples’ lives and livelihoods. In 2010, for instance,
7,800 acres (3,156 hectares) of farmland were confiscated by the government of
Myanmar to expand the Letpadaung mining operation. Protests against the mine in
2012 were met with a brutal police crackdown on peaceful protesters who opposed the
project’s environmental and social impact, including the loss of their land.
In these communities displaced by development schemes that do not take people into
account, women face human rights violations on many fronts -compounded by their
already tenuous access to land ownership and user rights – including the loss of land
and livelihood, limited access to income generating opportunities, exclusion from
decision-making, violence, etc.
Labour rights are also being violated. One participant asked, “What happened in
Cambodia when the roof collapsed in a factory?” Safety standards are ignored and
workers are forced to work multiple overtime shifts. Little is being done to improve the
plight and working conditions of workers.
The capacity and role of women’s movements vary significantly from country to country.
For example, in Cambodia and Myanmar, relatively restrictive environments present
greater challenges for women’s groups to do advocacy work. In these places, women’s
organizing around services and small-scale development offers great potential for
movement-building and greater influence. Women’s organizations in other countries
have successfully campaigned for legislation on inheritance rights in Indonesia and
against VAW (violence against women). The Philippines has made notable advances in
gender equality including gender budget legislation and the existence of an all-women
political party, though the broader challenges of corruption and lack of state
accountability undermine the potential of these gains.
In Southeast Asia, approaches to social change over the last decades have emphasized
technical and policy fixes to social problems over other more comprehensive change
strategies that foster real citizen participation. For example, conditional cash transfer
programs (CCTs), which provide regular payments from the government to poor
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households, have become a popular tool for addressing poverty. However, these
schemes have limited impact because they don’t address the conditions that drive
poverty and inequality.
These pressing challenges have led many women activists to revisit tried and true
approaches from the past as well as to seek alternative strategies for improving the lives
of women and the communities upon which they depend. They are working to hold
onto past gains and rebuild their movements to prevent a further deterioration of
women’s basic rights in a context of financial crisis, shifting government priorities and
political and religious conservatism.

DYNAMICS, ACTIONS and REACTIONS
How are women’s lives changing? What are the specific shifts and trends affecting
women’s rights?
To dig deeper into the Southeast Asia context, participants identified some of the
negative and positive trends, and actors and forces that are emerging and continuing to
shape the political moment.
FUNDAMENTALISMS
In each country of Southeast Asia, there
exists a dominant religion. However, in
recent years, an extremist fringe has
grown louder and more politically
influential across the region. Religious
fundamentalism in particular is growing
in strength across the region, where it
comes in the form of Islamic
extremism, Buddhist ultra-nationalism,
and Catholic conservatism.
Some people think that
fundamentalism is just about
religion. It is not. It is about
money and power. It’s about a
simplified, absolutist way of
looking at the world. My way or
nothing.

Fundamentalism is a global phenomenon based
on strict adherence to a specific ideology –
religious, political, economic, or otherwise – that
is acted out through concerted efforts to impose
this ideology on all social, political, and economic
arrangements and structures. Fundamentalist
tendencies are present across all religions,
including Buddhism, Catholicism, Christianity,
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, and localized religious
traditions. Fundamentalisms are largely
associated with religion, but there are also
economic fundamentalisms (e.g. market
fundamentalism) and political fundamentalism
(libertarian fundamentalism). [JASS Feminist
Movement Builders’ Dictionary]

Indonesia, the home of 240 million people, has more
Muslims than any country in the world yet has a
secular
In some parts of Indonesia, we have a
Shar’ia law that attempts to control
women’s bodies. A woman has to wear
“proper” clothes. In school, a girl has to
wear long skirts. Is a woman a good
person or a bad person if she does not
abide the law?
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There are some fundamentalisms that are
more life-threatening than others. One ILGA
(International Lesbians and Gays
Association) conference was aborted in
Surabaya, Indonesia, because it turned out
that the province was the headquarters of
(religious) fundamentalist groups... I felt it
there. I just saw them (the religious
fundamentalists). They were eating together
with the police and the police said, “We
cannot do anything.” The police also said,
“Just give us the locals.” It was a real threat.

wearing jeans and tight-fitted clothing.

constitution and a history of religious
tolerance. However, in recent years,
statistics have shown that conservative
Islamic fundamentalist groups have
introduced more than 280 local bylaws
discriminate against women, largely by
dictating the way they dress.
In Indonesia’s Aceh province for
example, women are banned from
straddling motorbikes driven by men.
This follows recent dress-code
restrictions that ban women from
Fundamentalisms vary in form but
share common features including
absolutism, intolerance, and
suppression of dissent. Within
fundamentalist discourses, women are
conceptualized as the reproducers and
symbols of a community’s collective
identity. Reducing women’s role to
mothers translates into an obsession
with the control of women’s bodies and
autonomy, and the prescription of
strictly defined gender roles. (AWID
2009)

Religious fundamentalism in Indonesia is even
being promoted in some youth organizations.
Because their messages acknowledge and
celebrate distinct traditional identities, people
sometimes feel empowered by the restrictions
that come with religious fundamentalisms.
Effectively influencing society by tapping into
fears of change and reinforcing narrow beliefs
and norms without having to capture state
power, fundamentalist movements in all
regions and religions specifically target the
youth – appealing to their needs and
subjectivities, and penetrating the education system to mold future generations. (AWID
2009)
In Malaysia, a 40 year old Muslim man raped a 13-year-old girl after which he vowed to
marry her. “The Shar’ia law is being used where a provision says that a child can be
married to her rapist. Culture is still being used to control and silence women and girls
and protect rapists.”
“How do we link fundamentalism
with the failure of development?”
one Indonesian participant asks.
“Religious fundamentalists are, for
example, using poverty and
manipulating people’s sense of
insecurity to recruit members. The
rise of religious fundamentalism is
linked with economic deprivation.”

In Myanmar, a controversial draft law would put
restrictions on Buddhist women marrying outside
their faith, including the requirement that she
first seeks permission from her parents and local
government officials. Any Muslim man who
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marries a Buddhist woman must convert to Buddhism. If this draft law is passed,
violators would face up to 10 years in prison and have their property confiscated. This
comes at a time where rising religious tensions between the Muslim minority and
Buddhist majority in Myanmar have resulted in significant violence, including deaths.
Women’s rights groups in Myanmar have spoken out against this discriminatory
proposal, including issuing a joint statement of condemnation.
Filipino women scored a victory after a deeply divisive legislative battle that lasted more
than a decade and which pitted women’s rights groups against the powerful
conservative Catholic hierarchy. In 2012, the Philippines’ legislature finally approved
landmark legislation for government to provide basic funding for sex education and
contraceptives. The reproductive health law, introduced fourteen years ago, stalled in
the legislature because of strong opposition from the conservative Catholic Church and
its allies in government. The country’s population is predominantly Catholic and during
the years that this legislation was under discussion, the Church carried out an intensive
media campaign which vilified feminists as anti-family and anti-men.
A number of groups are now
attempting to reclaim their faith and
reinterpret religions from a feminist
and justice perspective. There are,
for instance, an increasing number of
Muslim feminist scholars that study
the Qur’an and reinterpret it from a
feminist viewpoint. Groups like Musawah ('equality' in Arabic) and Sisters in Islam in
Malaysia are pushing back against fundamentalist definitions of women’s roles in
society and empowering Muslim women to challenge the influence of fundamentalist
actors over policies and practices that fuel injustice and discrimination.
You have to know who the fundamentalists are
and what they are doing. We have a lot of
discussion about religion. “Feminism” is
viewed as very problematic. “Islamic feminism”
has become derogatory in some places. How
can we help people understand that feminism is
a good thing?

LAND GRABBING AND
RESOURCE WARS
Economic land concessions
(ELCs) – licences granted by
the government to private
companies to build big
hotels and luxury
residential developments remains a major concern in
Cambodia, where the
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majority of citizens do not have formal land titles... Cambodians are confronting
widespread evictions – which are backed by the threat and use of violence - with little to
know warning and no recourse.
Faced with losing their homes and
The violent dispersal of a protest for
livelihood, women, have placed themselves
women’s
housing rights on May 29 is my
at the forefront of the land rights struggles
source of anger. A lot of women got hurt and
in Cambodia. In Boeung Kak Lake
injured. It touched my heart. How can the
Community in Phnom Penh, where more
government be so cruel to women? Young
than 3,500 families have been evicted, 13
women call for support to stop these kinds
women activists were arrested and
of violations.
convicted in 2012 after taking part in
peaceful demonstrations. One of those women, Yorm Bopha, was sentenced to three
years in prison. Another, Tep Vanny, has gained attention and recognition for her efforts
to bring international
attention to the issue for
forced evictions.
Orang Asli of Malaysia’s
Struggle for Land
The Orang Asli of Malaysia
form 0.5% of a population of
29 million (approximately
150,000) and their struggle
for land rights grows
increasingly intense. They
are working to ensure their
right to customary land, which is often taken over by governments and corporate
organizations without consultation with the community. In addition, they are defending
their right to self-determination; the right to make use of the land as they choose; and,
the right to choose their own path to development based on community needs and
desires.
Currently, no villager is allowed to cut down a tree or make use of natural resources
without government permission. Oftentimes, land is ceded to companies who exploit it
and then give it back to the community depleted and ruined. Recent government
legislation has further impinged on the rights of the indigenous peoples of Western
Malaysia, reducing the number of acres of land accessible to families. It confines the
right to ownership to the head of household, a position that often excludes and
discriminates against women.
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Thus, the Orang Asli have created a grassroots movement of women, men, and youth; a
movement truly grounded in the community to fight for their rights as a whole. After 53
years of independence, the Orang Asli have managed to bring policy-makers and local
government leaders to the table to ensure that land issues and women’s rights are
protected. They hope to engage at an even higher, national level over the next few
years. (JASS SEA 2010)
Indonesia and the Philippines: A Tale of Two Farmlands up for Grabs
Indonesia and the Philippines ranked third among the top 10 countries in the world with
the biggest farmland area acquired by foreigners (see 2013 World Trade Organization
(WTO) Report). The biggest was Democratic Republic of the Congo with 8.1 million
hectares acquired by foreigners, followed by Indonesia with 7.1 million hectares, and
the Philippines with around 5.2 million hectares.
Indonesia’s Palm Oil and Rich Mineral Resources
Governments enter into contracts with foreign
companies investing in oil, gold, coal mining, and palm
plantations and then set up new policies to
accommodate these interests. Currently, Indonesia’s oil
resources are 60 percent controlled by foreign oil
companies such as BP, Caltex, Exxon Mobile, Chevron,
Shell and Total. The remaining 40 percent are
controlled by state oil companies that, according to activists, “function as partners of
foreign oil companies with international offices in the US”.
In Aceh, Indonesia, land
grabbing is rampant. Many
women will be displaced in
the near future. If
government decides to sell
the land, many women will
lose their livelihood.

Indonesian President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono reportedly has been supporting the
aggressive expansion of palm oil plantations since 2006. Indonesia is second only to
Malaysia in the production of palm oil. The expansion has resulted in increased land
grabbing of the community lands of their own indigenous peoples.
As the land grabbing intensifies, more and more communities are pushing back against
the lack of consultation or fulfilment of government promises to share benefits. The
anti-communist scare is once again being used by the Indonesian government to control
dissent. This time, officials are targeting young progressive workers and land rights and
mining activists, using violence as reinforcement. But, people continue to resist. As in
other Southeast Asian countries, Indonesian families view their survival as being tied to
their land.
Large-scale Mining in the Philippines Claim Lives and Livelihoods
The Philippines is rich in natural resources and is home to about US$840 billion worth of
minerals, including gold, copper, nickel, chromite, manganese, silver and iron. Gold
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reserves amount to 76% of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP), which,
according to the government’s National Statistical Coordination Board, would be
enough to eradicate poverty in the country.
Mineral extraction increased rapidly after it was deregulated by the Philippine Mining
Act of 1995, in complete violation of indigenous peoples’ ancestral land rights.
Indigenous women human rights defenders (WHRDs) are at the forefront of the struggle
against destructive mining in their communities throughout the Philippines. Last year’s
killing of Juvy Capion, an indigenous woman leader leading anti-mining efforts, gained
global attention by mobilizing many human rights and women’s organizations. The
Tampakan massacre, as it is called, killed Juvy’s two sons Jordan, 13 years old and Janjan, aged 8, after government soldiers forced themselves into their home.
Until now, the perpetrators, believed to be Philippine military forces guarding the
mining companies in the areas, remain free and large-scale mining continues, to the
detriment of the lives and livelihoods of indigenous peoples.
Strengths and Gaps of the Land Rights Struggles in SEA
Some strengths of the land and resource struggles in Malaysia, Indonesia, and the
Philippines are the consolidation of movements including a legal aid foundation to
support legal and paralegal work; links to regional and international efforts: community
capacity building; and increasing levels of courage and commitment to assert and
defend community rights to land, territories and resources.
With intensifying militarism in the rural areas, particularly in Indonesia and the
Philippines, additional support mechanisms for women in the struggle against militarism
are essential.
BODIES, SEXUALITY, and
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Women’s reproductive rights are
being rolled back as a result of
the growing political influence of
religious fundamentalists in the
region. Sexuality has become a
key arena for both religious and
politically conservative actors to
exert social control and power
via rigid norms, customs, laws, and policies related to sexual expression. (JASS 2012)
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–All sorts of efforts by conservative groups
In Aceh, Indonesia, it is illegal for
have been made across the region to infringe
a woman to fart in public.
on a woman’s right to make decisions about
her own body. In Indonesia, hundreds of local
laws are being passed to limit this basic right. The ‘marriage’ of religion and the state is
evident in these laws that fundamentalists
In Nias Island in Indonesia, women
claim to be rightful interpretations of the Islam
fetch a very high “price” and they are
religion. These fundamentalists are not only
treated like a commodity. If a woman
influential because they hold state power;
has master’s degree, she gets higher
they are local traditional leaders in the
bride price or dowry. This is actually
provinces or towns. That is why regulating
not only a Nias problem but happens
women’s bodies through local policies and
elsewhere in the region as well.
political processes come so easy.
In many countries of the region, women have limited access to sexual and reproductive
health services such as contraceptives and safe abortions. Societal ‘rules’ inscribed in
religion and cultural traditions underpin beliefs that deny women these services, norms
and beliefs which are taught at home, at school and at church.
I cherish the political diversity of the
women’s movement in the Philippines.
That diversity brought concrete
outcomes, with the passage of the
reproductive health bill, for example.
Women from different political
persuasions actually learned to work
together. With reproductive rights, we
have, I think, a common “enemy” in the
Catholic Church.

For instance, the battle for the enactment of
the Philippines’ reproductive health bill is far
from over as the Supreme Court has
temporarily stopped its implementation.
Women activists continue to push for its
enactment.

Blaming victims of rape has also become the
norm among high-ranking Indonesian
government officials in recent years. A potential Supreme Court appointee caused a
national uproar after making a statement that some rape cases involve consensual sex
because women might enjoy it and therefore require more lenient sentences. Last year,
Indonesia’s Minister of Education made a similar remark. In Cambodia, blaming rape
victims is also not unusual. Law enforcement officials say that women get raped for
being out so late at night.
Internet service providers in Indonesia
have blocked websites promoting LGBT
rights.

Taboos around sex and sexuality prevent
open and honest dialogue among women. In
Indonesia, those advocating for women’s and
LGBTI rights meet pushback on all sides: families, communities, government, and
conservative Muslim leaders. Indonesian LGBT rights activists say more work is needed
15

to fight discrimination against homosexuals and transgendered people, including online
discrimination.
In Bangkok, just last week it was

Thailand’s parliament recently opened
announced that in the offices, we can
debates on gay marriage, which helped open
wear whatever we like. This policy
dialogue about and visibility on the issue and
is also applicable for transgenders.
paved the way for its legalization, which
would make Thailand the first Asian country to legalize same sex marriage.
Militarism and Women’s Bodies as Trophies
Southeast Asia is touted as being home to the world’s longest on-going civil wars.
Myanmar, the Philippines, and southern Thailand are just a few countries in the region
with wars in progress. Rape as a tool of war is
In situations of conflict, women are
increasingly being used as a tactic of
used as instruments to attack the
submission against women and families who
entire population. Traditionally,
women are seen as symbols of
resist.
community and culture. Once you
violate a woman, you are violating the
whole community. This is not just
about physical rape. The state is
basically using these strategies for
political ends.

As one activist noted, “there exists a direct
relationship between sexual gender-based
violence, racism, and colonialism. In this
scenario, sexual assault becomes a tool of
domination and displacement that we continue
to see used against communities facing occupation, communities fighting to defend
their ancestral domains, and communities that possess untapped natural resources.”
According to a report published by the Nobel Women's Initiative in 2011, sexual
violence is widespread in armed conflicts around the world, and the perpetrators of
these war crimes are benefitting
from a culture of impunity.
In Southeast Asia, the
perpetrators are almost always
state authorities – the military,
the police, and the state’s
auxiliary armed groups. The
threat of terrorism is used to
justify these actions and serves
to intensify the horror
experienced by Southeast Asian
women, as do beliefs and
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behaviours grounded in patriarchy. Building on macho and militaristic mind-sets,
perpetrators use rape and other sexual abuses as a trophy of war, a symbol of triumph/
victory; a way to crush a male rebel’s pride; his wife, mother, sister, or daughter are
raped to “destroy a warrior, debase his woman”; and since women and girls are
considered part of the soldiers’ rest and recreation, they are seen as legitimate targets.
(Centre for Women’s Resources 2011)
The Burmese Army, for instance, has a long record of appalling human rights abuses,
especially in the conflict zones of ethnic states. Documented gang rapes in Kachin States
reveal that victims are as young as nine years old, and half of the victims in 2011 were
killed after being raped. These rapes of Kachin women are recognized as a “systemic and
calculated war tactic” rather than a random act of violence by the Burmese Army.
In Myanmar and the Philippines, sustained efforts to assist and give justice to the
women victims are ongoing. In Myanmar, the Kachin Women’s Association documents
and condemns the army’s sexual violence in the Kachin conflict areas, releasing its
findings to the international community. In the Philippines, some of the victims are
given psycho-social counselling by psychologists from women’s groups.
MACRO-POLICY AND POLITICS: IMPACT ON THE REGION
Many Southeast governments are eliminating fuel and food subsidies, downsizing public
sector services, and applying wage cuts and pension reforms at a time when people
continue to face widespread unemployment, and rising food and fuel prices. Despite
these devastating circumstances, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has imposed
these austerity measures across the region.
On a global scale – the banks,
corporations, and advanced
capitalist states fail to find solutions
for the economic and financial crisis
and try to shift the burden of the
crisis to developing countries. Public
money bails out the big banks and
corporations and as public deficits
and public debts inevitably increase,
austerity measures are applied
which end up making things worse
for the poorest and most
vulnerable.
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As a consequence, national and regional social justice movements are growing.
Southeast Asian activists use a variety of regional and international mechanisms to
advance their causes. Among these are the ASEAN Civil Society processes and the
Global Civil Society Organizations’ Forum for the Post-2015 Agenda.
ASEAN Civil Society Engagement
Lead Discussant: Thida Kus, Executive Director of SILAKA Cambodia and member of the
Southeast Asian Women’s Caucus on ASEAN
Civil societies played a big role in the ASEAN People’s Forum (APF) in Cambodia.
Through this process, activists and the regional movement of grassroots people became
stronger.
Despite difficulties and harassment, particularly by the Cambodian government forces,
activists managed to hold the ASEAN
Initially we thought ASEAN was impotent. I
People Forum (APF) and the ASEAN
think it is not true. If we are not advocating
Civil Society Conference (ACSC) in
and engaging with it, we are not going to
2012.
gain anything. ASEAN is a new framework
for us to extend our activism in demanding
that the state be accountable to the people.
And the only way to be effective in those
processes is by working both with NGOs
and GO-NGOs (government-organized
NGOs)

Not seen as offering much hope, the
ASEAN CSO mechanism is “a toothless
tiger”. It goes back to a question of
political will. In the Philippines,
Indonesia, Thailand, and Malaysia –
we don’t even know if there is an open process. In terms of a place for advocacy, it
offers a space for us to come, to
shout and to critique, but there
is really no way to know when or
if they will respond, no system
set up. If the Chair is a friendly
Chair, we have more influence.
The ACWC (Asian Commission on
Women and Children) is one of
the spaces that was opened.”
The 21st ASEAN Summit adopted
the ASEAN Human Rights
Declaration (AHRD) yet
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ironically, human rights violations were committed against the activists supporting the
declaration on the eve of its adoption.
One of the most contested and confounding clauses in the AHRD was: “we respect
international standards of human rights, according to local law.” This allows
governments to interpret the standards as they see fit, thus weakening its application.
GLOBAL CSO Forum on the Post-2015 Agenda
Lead Discussant: Dina Lumbantobing, ASPBAE’s Representative to the Global Civil Society
Organizations (CSO) Forum on the Post‐2015 Development Agenda, JASS Southeast Asia
Strategic Advisor
The Women’s Caucus on the Global CSO released a document with a 10-point agenda.
The first sentence of their statement was powerful: “There will be no development;
there will be no progress, unless there is a clear and uncompromising commitment to
women's rights and gender equality and justice.”
The people-centered framework –
Yet the overall UN process was disappointing.
it’s been lost. Clearly business is
winning and co-opting our

While it was the very first time that the United
language.
Nations (UN) opened the door to CSOs through
the Global CSO fora, government discussions on the post-2015 agenda were limited and
dismissed CSO input.
The High Level Panel (HLP) meetings’ agenda should be about addressing extreme
poverty and tackling more equitable and sustainable forms of development. Yet, in the
High Level Panel report, corporations/private sector were mentioned 100+ times,
government 80+ times, while CSOs were
Reading the High Level Panel (HLP)
mentioned only 30 times. “It is big
report
on the Post-2015 agenda is my
business as usual. One thing I find
source of anger. After all the efforts, they
offensive is that they put the poverty rate
still do not listen. The HLP report is not
at an earning of US$2 a day. That is not
working for the grassroots women. They
poverty rate; it is starvation rate!”
put the private sector at the center.
NEO-LIBERALISM’S NEXT PHASE
Lead Discussant: Bhumika Muchhala, Third World Network (TWN)
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The growth of neo-liberalism has increased and deepened the influence of corporate
capitalism on social and political institutions and on culture. This agenda promoting
unfettered corporate power includes: ‘free’
Personally I don’t think we can
trade, privatization, reduced government
expect much from the international
spending, deregulation, minimal labor and
financial and development
environmental protections, no subsidies or
institutions in terms of change.
safety net for poor people, no curbs on foreign
Working in the communities is more
investors, and low taxes on the wealthy and
important –so people know and take
action”
corporations.
Big capitalist countries have used the 2008 financial crisis to develop mechanisms for
greater global financial and
economic control and
governance. They also seek to
impose austerity measures that
contribute to shrinking the state
and reducing government’s
ability to defend people’s rights,
not just on themselves but on
developing countries as well.
There is a great need to dig
deeper into understanding how
economic actors and macroeconomic politics are shaping
some of these development
agendas. “We need to look at the broader context. The International Monetary Fund
(IMF), World Bank (WB), etc. - these institutions make sure that the UN does not have
that influence. There is shrinking of government and public sector in the era of austerity.
In developing countries, there are deeper budget cuts than in the developed countries.
Developing countries are cutting their budgets deeper and deeper. Moves to cut the
public wage bill are widespread. Most of these jobs that are affected are held by women
like teaching, nursing, etc.”
To give concrete examples, several Southeast Asian countries have recently begun
scaling down the subsidies they are providing to key sectors of their economies.
Recently, the government of Thailand confirmed that it will soon decrease the rice price
subsidy it gives to farmers. In Indonesia, the parliament approved a revised budget that
lowered the fuel subsidy. In the Philippines, the Transportation and Communications
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chief announced that Metro Manila train commuters should prepare for a fare hike
since the government will reduce the subsidy for the mass transit service.
NEW FORMS OF ACTIVISM
Lead Discussant: Chat Garcia Ranilo, Deputy Executive Director of the Association for
Progressive Communications (APC)
A successful campaign against
misogyny that was launched on
Facebook (FB) is my source of
inspiration and challenge. We are
now working with different
women’s groups on how FB can
monitor gender-based hatespeech.

Along with the development of information
technology or IT is the growth of new forms of
cyber-activism. Online activism is gaining
popularity in Southeast Asia among the middleclass and the youth with ready access to the
internet.

Chat Garcia from APC/Women based in Manila
shared her insights about how ICTs have changed activism. “Internet reminds us that
there are always new forms of power and that power is always dynamic and constantly
changing. The internet changes the very notion of what is public space. We have
“offline” public space and an “online” space.” And like all public space, the internet is a
contested space where different interests are competing with different agendas – some
agendas promote voice and freedom of speech and the exchange of knowledge while
still others pursue consumers, marketing and even control.
A good illustration of IT activism’s
impact is the case of the collapse of
a factory building in Bangladesh.
Online activism complemented local
organizing to reach out to
consumers across the globe to hold
Kmart and other companies who
draw on the garment supply chain
accountable. Consumer advocacy
along with union organizing
managed to get the companies to
respond within two weeks to
demands. In the past, IT has also
helped in mobilizing people to take part in huge rallies – such as in “people power”
rallies. This was true particularly in the Philippines in 2001 and in local “Occupy”
movements in different parts of Asia over the last few years.
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Debates revolve around online/offline activism and on what are called “click board
warriors” or “clicktivists.” Despite a gender digital divide, more and more women’s
rights advocates and women’s organizations are using IT in their work. But sometimes,
they are not using it in strategic ways to advance their agendas. While there are many
opportunities to build connections online, many activists agree that the most effective
organizing still involves “face-to-face” organizing as well as virtual.
Digital Security for Women Activists
Since 2011 the government of
Indonesia has taken down LGBT
sites because it considers them to be
pornography. These websites
actually talk about human rights and
sexual reproductive health and
rights for LGBT communities. Now
we are pushing for internet freedom
of speech.

Understanding and taking measures to ensure
activists’ digital security becomes even more
urgent in light of recent revelations about the
massive secret electronic surveillance program
operated by the US National Security Agency
(NSA) since 2007.

Activists need to be aware of since governments
are using information gleaned from internet
communication to prosecute activists through the court system.
Internet rights and the governance of the internet are important conversations to
pursue. Not surprisingly movements around these issues are emerging.
Last year saw the increasing vulnerability as well
as resistance of activists in Southeast Asia – in
particular Cambodia, Malaysia, Vietnam, and the
Philippines – in terms of digital security.
Feminists and women’s activists across these
four Southeast Asian countries, along with the
different social movements, are actively
opposing these repressive cyber policies.

Right now the fundamentalists are
more technology-savvy or “techie”
than activists. How conservative
parties use power to regulate the
internet, communication, television,
or media in general is something we
should be prepared for.

For example, in October 2012, human rights defenders in the Philippines organized
against the passage of a cybercrime law that gives the government the power to block
access to certain sites and monitor online communications. “Netizens” (citizens using
the internet to exchange political views and information) fear they will be targeted with
harassment or even jail for exercising their right to speak out. Although the Supreme
Court has blocked the law from taking effect and the justice department claims to have
dropped the contentious provisions, the law is still being used, for example by a judge in
Nueva Vixcaya who put an anti-mining protester in jail for “cyberlibel”. In Vietnam,
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bloggers who are critical of the government are imprisoned. In Malaysia, officials
amended the Evidence Act 1950 to deal with allegedly illegal or harmful content on the
internet. The amendment presumes owners of registered networks, devices, websites
and portals to be guilty and held libel for any disloyal or offensive content. The apparent
presumption of "guilty until proven innocent” has sparked an outcry from netizens and
various civil society organizations, including the Human Rights Commission (Suhakam).
Their “Stop114A Campaign” gathered support from thousands of netizens and activists
Malaysia.
In Cambodia, a government regulation drafted last year required internet cafés to set up
surveillance cameras and to register callers. The Cambodian government said that it was
seeking to respond to the rising number of cyber crimes in the country. Activists
contend that the regulation is freedom way for the government to crack down on its
critics. It is not just citizens who are using cyberspace; the private sector has a big role in
how the internet is shaped as does the state. IT, or broadly, ICT (information
communications technology), has both opened up and changed society but unrestricted
capitalism and patriarchy still operate to exclude and marginalize people, for example,
cyber homophobia which targets LGBT people.
The challenge, especially for women activists, is how to utilize cyberspace as one of their
effective platforms, while taking into account the risks involved. “ICT is helpful…We
have to look at the internet as a tool to use to our advantage but we have to build a
strategy,” says Kamilia Manif, Executive Director of Institut Pelangi Perempuan (IPP) and
FAMM-Indonesia member.

CONNECTIONS, COLLABORATIONS, GOING FORWARD
There are a lot of ways and possibilities for participants to stay connected and
collaborate in the future. But one way, as JASS Executive Director, Lisa Veneklasen,
phrased it, is just to “create space”. Participants were asked to say something about
what and how they want to continue conversations on or something that they are
thinking about in a new way.
Who?
Diwi Ruby

Maria Melinda
“Malyn” Ando

Future Themes/ New Insights/
Inspiring Words
Can we build ‘people power’ again? Like a
massive movement, can we have it?
Let’s bring the people to the movement.
I am proud to declare myself a feminist.
Some are apologetic about it but I am not.

Suggestions
A capacity-building on people’s
movement to discuss strategies and
tactics.
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Who?
Thida Kus

Diwi Astuti

Diwi Ruby

Midha Karim
Mano
Subramaniam

Guy Claudio

Bhumika
Muchhala
Wardarina

Jojo Guan

Future Themes/ New Insights/
Inspiring Words

Suggestions

Linking different movements together.

Let’s make this into an annual event
especially for the young women. We
can do it as a region. Each country has
its own issues.
We can do the One Billion Rising
annually as well, for the young and the
old to work together.
Challenging.
We need change strategies to confront
Frustrations from our governments. They
neo-liberal policies. We should
don’t have ears anymore. They don’t listen mainstream our feminist movement. If
to us. We have done everything – we lobby, we have no alternative, then neopress conferences at the lowest level,
liberalism will be the mainstream
mobilizations but they don’t listen to us.
movement.
My reflection right now is that the agenda
of the religious fundamentalists no longer
belongs to the religious groups but is really
politicized and people use it.
See you in the finals.
In Malaysia, we are trying to bring groups
together. I want to look deeper into what
JASS is. We have a lot of updates—for
example, on how women are directly
benefiting on the ground. I came here to
see how much closer we can work together
in JASS.
The World Day of Families is being
celebrated since the 1980s. It should
not be just heterosexual families. We
have alternative families. These
families include all the women who
have separated from their families –
gay families, separated women. We
can have a “World Day of Wild
Families”. That is my proposal.
Let’s talk about creating community,
connection with community.
Let’s be hopeful. Yes, the world is a mess
but we are a people’s movement. People’s
movement is the way. Let us not try to
contesting the strategies. There is a door, a
window, a roof to bring them down.
Solidarity is strength.
The challenge now is to expose a
deceptive government that has
“economic growth” as its mantra. What
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Who?

Future Themes/ New Insights/
Inspiring Words

Suggestions
is the US role on Private-Public
Partnership (PPP)? The repression that
women experience through the Oplan
Boyanihan ( a nation-wide military
operational plan) is far reaching; JASS
can serve as a regional venue for
solidarity of the Philippine campaign
against human rights violations

Emerenciana
“Emmi” de Jesus

Tessa de Vela
Sophoan Chan

Most of the women who hold political
power carry the interests of the elite. This
is an area that women’s movement and the
people’s movement can respond to. In as
much as we want to increase the number
of women or strengthen their political
participation, we also want these women
to carry the interests of marginalized
sectors.
Celebrate diversity. We have gone beyond
identity and moved towards affinity.
I feel so excited to join this process and to
learn from all of you.

Bernice See

Susanna George

Opened many doors.

Anjana “Tang”
Suvarnananda

I am very happy to share and get to know
all of you in this conversation to move the
feminist thinking to understanding the
system.
First is consolation – I was consoled
through this regional conversation. The
second one is refreshed by Bhumika. So
solid. I want information. We are all on the
same side—to fight patriarchy.
Radical listening. I don’t see there is an end
to our struggle. This is our lives.

Jerald Joseph

Chat Ranilo
Garcia

Organize any event. This is what I
expect to see. Right now we are still in
the semi-finals of the process.
We believe that indigenous peoples
have a lot to contribute especially on
environmental concerns. We build
leadership to enhance the capacity of
indigenous leaders. We wish to
coordinate with you on some activitiesprobably can collaborate.
Diversify a group before you integrate
along commonality. Always find ways
to understand.
When it comes to gender identity or
sexuality, we have to look beyond
identity.

Are there any practical things that JASS
or other organizations can share as
possible areas to collaborate on?
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Who?
Kamilia Manaf
and Bernice See
Smita Sharma

Anita Borkar

Nani Zulminarni

Future Themes/ New Insights/
Inspiring Words

Suggestions

Community, camaraderie, solidarity,
resistance
The conversations we had made me
pregnant with challenge. I was challenged
in a creative kind of way. I got a flavour of
Southeast Asia, of ambiance, conversation,
analysis and experiences here.
In the capital of New Delhi, the issue of
rape is big. For the first in the history of
India, women are coming out in large
numbers without any political party
mobilizing them. This anger that women
have and how they channel this anger into
action is amazing.
It was a great two-day sharing, learning and
strengthening of each other

APPENDIX 1: Agenda
Sunday, June 16, 2013 - Arrivals
7:30 PM

Reception and light dinner (Elephant Bar)

Monday, June 17, 2013
8:45 – 9:00 AM
9:00 – 10:45 AM
10:45 – 11:00 AM
11:00 AM – 1:15 PM
1:15 – 2:15 PM
2:15 – 4:30 PM
4:30 – 4:45 PM
4:45 – 5:30 PM
5:30 PM
6:45 PM
Tuesday, June 18, 2013
8:30 – 9:00 AM
9:00 – 10:15 AM
10:15 – 10:30 AM
10:30 AM – 12:15 PM
12:15 – 1:15 PM

Arrival and check-in
Welcome, Introductions and Review of the Agenda
Break
Naming the Moment, Part 1
Lunch
Naming the Moment, Part 2
Break
Context and Power
Closing
Group Dinner (Meet at the Lobby)

Reflections on Day 1
Who We Are: Brief Organizational Presentations by All
Break
Power, Strategies, and Movements
Building Alternative Power
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1:15 – 2:15 PM
2:15 – 4:15 PM
4:15 – 4:30 PM
4:30 – 5:30 PM
5:30 PM

Lunch
Feminist Movement-building
Break
Connections, Collaborations, Going Forward
Closing
Evening free

APPENDIX 2: Participants
NAME

ORGANIZATION

COUNTRY

Sophoan Chan

Cambodian Young Women’s Empowerment
Network (CYWEN)
SILAKA
Asia South Pacific Association for Basic and
Adult Education (ASPBAE)
Bina Desa
Asian Muslim Action Network (AMAN)
Forum Aktivis Perempuan Muda (FAMM) or
Young Indonesian Women Activists’ Forum
Institut Pelangi Perempuan (IPP)
Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law, and
Development (APWLD)
Freelance
MUSAWAH, Sisters in Islam
Pusat Komas
Third World Network (TWN),
Development Alternatives with Women for a
New Era (DAWN), and Association for Women’s
Rights in Development (AWID)
Fiesta Feminista
Women’s Equality Association (WEA)

Cambodia

Bina Desa
Asian-Pacific Research and Resource Centre for
Women (ARROW)
Worked at the WGNRR,
Women’s Studies, University of the Philippines
LIKHAAN
ISIS International,
LIKHAAN
GABRIELA
Center for Women’s Resources (CWR)
Association of Progressive Communications

Myanmar
Philippines
(based in Malaysia)
Philippines

Thida Kus
Anita Borkar
Diwi Astuti
Diwi Ruby
Hasmida Karim
Kamilia Manaf
Wardarina
Susanna George
Rozana Isa
Jerald Joseph
Bhumika Muchhala

Smita Sharma
Manohara “Mano”
Subramaniam
Sandra Htar Htar
Maria Melinda “Malyn” Ando
Slyvia “Guy” Claudio

Theresa “Tessa” de Vela
Emerenciana “Emmi” de Jesus
Mary Joan “Jojo” Guan
Chat Garcia Ranilo

Cambodia
India
Indonesia
Indonesia
Indonesia
Indonesia
Indonesia
(based in Thailand)
Malaysia
Malaysia
Malaysia
Malaysia
(based in the US)

Malaysia
Malaysia

Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
Philippines
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NAME

ORGANIZATION

Bernice See

(APC)
Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)

Anjan “Tang” Suvarnananda
Rosanna Langara
Paula Elina
Sophorn Yit
Kunthea Chan
Dina Lumbantobing
Nani Zulminarni
Valerie Miller
Lisa Veneklasen
Carrie Wilson

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)
JASS Southeast Asia (Documenter)
JASS Southeast Asia
JASS Southeast Asia
JASS Southeast Asia
JASS Southeast Asia, PESADA
JASS Southeast Asia
JASS
JASS
JASS

COUNTRY
Philippines
(based in Thailand)
Thailand
Philippines
Indonesia
Cambodia
Cambodia
Indonesia
Indonesia
USA
USA
Canada
(based in the US)
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